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Figure 1. Junior staff (assistant lecturers and demonstrators) of the Department of Botany, University of Mandalay carrying 
out one of the written tasks in the two-day workshop 'Teaching Scientific English'. 

Work package 2.6.6  Results (narrative) 

Three one-day workshops on teaching scientific English language took place at the University of 
Mandalay. On 16 October 2018 and 1 November, it was based in the Department of Zoology and on 
the 18 October in the Department of Botany. Participation was excellent, with a combined 
attendance of staff and students of 122 individuals (56 and 35 in Zoology; 31 in Botany). The training 
was led by Dr Paul Bates (a native English speaker) of BOKU and was interactive. It involved 
Myanmar students and staff having to undertake a number of tasks. These included learning how to 
write a CV and motivation letter in English. And, how to apply in English for an external grant. The 
latter task, mostly involved Myanmar staff and students, developing methods and ideas on how to 
write succinct and pertinent project titles. The class also undertook an informal comprehension 
exercise, responding in English to questions related to applying to the international grant-giving 
body, the Rufford Foundation. 

Responsible 
- The three one-day workshops were led by Dr Paul Bates (BOKU) and included 122 staff and

students from the Departments of Zoology and Botany, University of Mandalay.

Indicators predicted and indicators reached  
Indicators predicted: List of individuals who receive specialised training in English for science 
Indicators reached: Attendance lists for both days of workshop on English for science. 

Outcomes/outputs reached 
- 87 Myanmar staff and students with enhanced skills in scientific English.

Report 9 (-11)
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Remarks 

It is anticipated that the workshop will stimulate interest and give confidence to Myanmar staff 
to write and talk in English. Specifically, it will help them to communicate with international 
scientists and international grant giving bodies. As such, it is part of the long-term training aim of 
MuEuCAP to improve the communication skills of Myanmar staff. It will help raise staff capacity 
in the science and teaching of Environmental Protection and permit them to further develop 
international scientific collaboration in research and teaching. It will also ensure that knowledge 
about environmental science/protection reaches the broadest possible audience both within 
Myanmar and globally.  

 

 
Figure 4. Dr Paul Bates and Dr Sai Sein Lin Oo work with staff and students of the Department of Zoology, University of 
Mandalay during the workshop on 'Teaching Scientific English'. 

Figure 3. Senior staff of the Department of Botany look on as Dr Paul Bates of BOKU, Austria works with a staff member 
during the workshop on ‘Teaching Scientific English’. 

Figure 2. Dr Paul Bates working (left) with members of the Department of Botany and (right) with the Department of 
Zoology during the workshop on ‘Teaching Scientific English’, 16 and 18 October, 2018. 
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Figure 5. Photographs from the third workshop on ‘Teaching Scientific English’ led by Dr Paul Bates in the University of 
Mandalay. Held on 1 November 2018, it included 35 staff and students from the Department of Zoology.  

 
 
 


