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Figure 1. Dr Jaime Muriel of the University of Extremadura setting bird nets with Dr Htet Htet Lin, Assistant Lecturer of the
Department of Zoology, Mawlamyine University. This was part of a field training workshop, which took place in
Mawlamyine University in March, 2019.
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comprising 5th Quarterly Progress Report (WP6.3)
Finalised 14 May, 2019: BOKU
Progress of the MuEuCAP Project (1 February – 30 April, 2019): The MuEuCAP project continues to
progress extremely well. Highlights of the 5th Quarter included three workshops. These were hosted
by the Mawlamyine University from 5-7 February (inclusive); by Myeik University from 2-6 March
(inclusive) and by Mawlamyine University from 8-11 March (inclusive). In addition, ‘Homework’ tasks
were set for all participating Myanmar staff at the three universities to prepare for the March 2019
skills development workshops.
The ‘Homework’ centred on ‘preparing a project outline’. This topic had been explored and
discussed in detail by EUP (European University Partner) staff and MUP (Myanmar University
Partner) staff and postgraduate students at a series of workshops in the Universities of Mandalay (911 January, 2019), Myeik (13-15 January) and Mawlamyine (5-7 February). To assist Myanmar staff,
detailed instructions for preparing a project outline were posted on the Downloads page of the
MuEuCAP website (https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads: Item 13).
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Myanmar staff from the Departments of Botany, English, Geography, Geology, Marine Science and
Zoology in the Universities of Myeik, Mandalay and Mawlamyine were invited to submit project
proposals. It was made mandatory for all those who wished to be considered for those applying to
visit European partners for further intensive training as part of WP2.6. The deadline to receive the
applications was 26 February, 2019. Eight proposals were received from the University of Mandalay,
12 from Mawlamyine University and 8 from Myeik University.

Figures 2-4. Dr Lutz Fermann and Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio presenting and working with staff and students during the
February 2019 workshop at Mawlamyine University. As with two previous workshops in January, 2019 in the Universities of
Mandalay and Myeik, the focus of the workshop was on scientific method, project design, and preparing for practical
training in the field.
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The focus of the workshop in Mawlamyine University (February, 2019) was on scientific method,
project design, and preparing for practical training in the field. These are all aspects of WP2 and
particularly WP2.8. As with two previous workshops in January, 2019 in the Universities of Mandalay
and Myeik, it was well attended and received support from the Rector and ProRector. Attendees
included:
• 22 staff and postgraduate students from Mawlamyine University, including the Rector and
ProRector
• 3 staff (Dr Thein Aung, Aung Ko Maw, Ms Hnin Pwint Phyu) of MBNS (Myanmar Bird and
Nature Society)
• 1 staff of Mandalay University (Dr Sai Sein Lin Oo) – MuEuCAP Country co-ordinator
• 1 staff of Myeik University (Ms Saw Myat Ohnmar) – MuEuCAP Outreach officer
• 2 staff of University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU), Austria (Dr Swen Renner,
Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio)
• 1 staff of University of Göttingen, Germany (Dr Lutz Fermann).
The Mawlamyine University workshop was reported on Myanmar TV and the MRTV clip is available
on the MuEuCAP website (homepage) at https://www.myanmar-edu.org/ and on Youtube at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvvToWdm2X8&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2pciNFezmWT
eO6S9GOxqhgX12VITthdrFIiYuyBfX23-jyLnJgLxWgOqg .

Figure 5. The Myanmar news channel
MRTV reported on the February 2019
MuEuCAP workshop, which was hosted by
Mawlamyine University.

For the two workshops in March, the emphasis was on the scientific method for collecting data in
the field and analysing such data. The initial workshop took place in Myeik and this was
subsequently repeated in Mawlamyine. At each university, staff and students were split into three
teams. For training purposes, the teams looked at different aspects of data collection, namely
relating to:
• bird surveys of diversity and abundance in urban/rural landscapes
• bird health with a focus on blood and faecal parasites
• assessment of environmental variables in relation to forest cover.
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The teams worked together for four days. They collected data in the morning and analysed the data
in the afternoons. On the final day, a Myanmar staff/student member of each team presented their
findings to an audience comprising EUP staff and MUP staff and students. In this way, individuals
learnt, in general terms, how to:
• design a project proposal
• formulate a ‘Research Question’
• formulate a ‘Testable Hypothesis’
• plan an analysis and statistical tests
• undertake field research in a scientific context
• collect and store data in a testable format
• analyse data and perform basic statistical tests
• formulate provisional findings
• present findings to an audience.

Figures 6 & 7. Dr Lutz Fermann (left) and Dr Alfonso Marzal Reynolds (right) explaining field protocols and skills to Myeik University
staff and students, prior to undertaking field work.

Figures 8 & 9. Dr Alfonso Marzal Reynolds explaining field techniques to Myeik University staff and students. Myeik staff and
students used a variety of techniques to generate data on trees/environmental variables.

Both the Myeik and Mawlamyine workshops were extremely well attended. Attendees at Myeik
University included:
• Dr Swen Renner, Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio and Dr Paul Bates from BOKU, Austria
• Dr Lutz Fermann, Mats Mahnken, Malte Cordes, and Marco Sendner from Göttingen
University, Germany
• Dr Alfonso Marzal Reynolds, Dr Jaime Muriel and Dr Sergio Magallanes from the University
of Extremadura, Spain
• Dr Thein Aung and Ms Kay Thwe Myint of MBNS (Myanmar Bird and Nature Society)
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•
•

Dr Sai Sein Lin Oo of Mandalay University – MuEuCAP Country co-ordinator
26 staff and postgraduate students of Myeik University.

Figures 10-13. Field teams comprising staff and students from Mawlamyine University being trained in a variety of field techniques.

The subsequent meeting in Mawlamyine University was attended by:
• Dr Swen Renner, Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio and Dr Paul Bates from BOKU, Austria
• Mats Mahnken, Malte Cordes, and Marco Sendner from Göttingen University, Germany
• Dr Jaime Muriel and Dr Sergio Magallanes from the University of Extremadura, Spain
• Dr Thein Aung, Aung Ko Maw, Ms Hnin Pwint Phyu and Ms Kay Thwe Myint of MBNS
(Myanmar Bird and Nature Society)
• Dr Sai Sein Lin Oo of Mandalay University – MuEuCAP Country co-ordinator
• Ms Saw Myat Ohnmar of Myeik University – MuEuCAP Outreach officer
• 20 staff and postgraduate students of Mawlamyine University.
As always, the MuEuCAP website https://www.myanmar-edu.org/ and Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/ were regularly updated with information and relevant news.

Summary of Progress
-

Indicators predicted:
Teaching scientific English (WP2.6.6)
Training to improve academic and technical skills and competences (WP2.8.1)
Training in quality assurance (WP2.8.1)
New call for training and selection of staff (WP2.10)
Practical testing of individual courses (of the curriculum) with students (WP3.1)
Evaluation of uptake of skills and competences by students and staff (WP3.2)
Expert from NGO/CSO visiting MUPs to give a lecture (at each MUP, parallel) (WP5.1)
Alumni talks and guest lectures (at each MUP, parallel) (WP5.2)
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Design evaluation mechanisms and implement mechanisms (WP6.2)
Quarterly progress reports written and circulated to Steering Committee (WP6.3)
Website updated (WP7.1.1)
Social media channels updated (WP7.1.2)
Quarterly project newsletter written (WP7.3)
Communication with public/media (WP7.4)
Training staff in outreach (WP7.5)
Coordination meeting (Steering Committee) (WP8.1)

Figures 14-15. Various European university staff with their ‘teams’ of staff and students at Mawlamyine University (March,
2019).

-

-

-

Indicators reached:
No further teaching of scientific English took place. This has been completed at the
University of Mandalay and is scheduled for the Universities of Myeik and Mawlamyine
(WP2.6.6)
Training to improve academic and technical skills and competences (WP2.8.1) took place in
three training workshops in the universities of Mawlamyine (February and March) and Myeik
(March)
‘Homework’ was set for all MUP staff of writing a Project Proposal in order to help select
staff for a new call for training – 28 proposals were received (WP2.10)
Three workshops in the universities of Mawlamyine (February and March) and Myeik
(March) initiated the practical testing of individual courses (of the curriculum) with staff and
students (WP3.1)
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Before and after questionnaires were circulated to all participants at training workshops to
evaluate, in general terms, learning outcomes. To date, there has not been a detailed
evaluation of uptake of skills and competences by students and staff (WP3.2)
Experts from NGO/CSO have been identified to give lectures (at each MUP, parallel) (WP5.1)
but none has currently taken place
No alumni talks or guest lectures have currently taken place (at each MUP, parallel) (WP5.2)
Design evaluation mechanisms and implement mechanisms (WP6.2) – yet to be completed
4th Quarterly progress report (WP6.3) was written, circulated to the Steering Committee
and posted on the MuEuCAP website at https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
Website (WP7.1.1) is regularly updated at www.myanmar-edu.org with valuable
‘downloads’ added regularly to the ‘downloads’ page at https://www.myanmaredu.org/downloads.
Social media channels (WP7.1.2), mostly Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/
is regularly updated
Logo (WP7.1.3) is available on all outputs – see www.myanmar-edu.org
A video by MRTV about the MuEuCAP workshop in Mawlamyine has been posted on the
website
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvvToWdm2X8&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2pciN
FezmWTeO6S9GOxqhgX12VITthdrFIiYuyBfX23-jyLnJgLxWgOqg) see www.myanmar-edu.org
4th Quarterly project newsletter (WP7.3) was written and posted on MuEuCAP website at
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads . It is based on the 4th Quarterly Report (WP6.3)
Communication with public/media is on-going (WP7.4) – examples illustrated on
www.myanmar-edu.org/publicity
Training staff in outreach is on-going (WP7.5)
The Steering Committee will meet in July (WP8.1).
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