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Figure 1. A study visit to the Natural History Museum, Vienna to promote future Austrian-Myanmar collaboration in the
biodiversity sciences, as part of the Steering Committee/training course for Myanmar university staff (29 November, 2019).

Eighth Quarterly Newsletter (WP7.3): (1 November 2019 – 31 January 2020)
comprising 8th Quarterly Progress Report (WP6.3)
Finalised March, 2020: BOKU

Summary of Activities of the MuEuCAP Project (1 November 2019 – 31 January 2020): This was
an active and very interesting three months for the MuEuCAP project, providing important new
experiences for both Myanmar university staff and their students. Highlights of the 8th Quarter
included:
•
•
•
•
•

Three (of the four) internship programmes, involving 12 students at three Myanmar-based
NGOs – at FFI (Fauna and Flora International, Myanmar), FoW (Friends of Wildlife) and
MBNS (Myanmar Bird and Nature Society)
The visit of six Myanmar university staff to two European universities for training in the
enhanced/new curriculum in Biodiversity Conservation and Environmental Protection
(BioCEP)
One Steering Committee meeting held in BOKU, Vienna.
The selection of 8 staff from the Universities of Mandalay, Mawlamyine and Myeik to take
part in the second study visit to the European Union partner universities in Austria and Spain
in February, 2020
Two videos about the project were produced and posted on Youtube.

Internships: Three internship programmes took place during the 8th Quarter of the project. Ten of
the 12 students undertook 20-day internships, with two (because of exam commitments) joining for
shorter time periods.
As noted in the previous Newsletter, interns were selected on the basis of their CV, motivation letter
and an interview by members of the Steering Committee (comprising Myanmar and European
university staff). Once selected they were kept informed of their responsibilities by regular updates
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with their respective NGOs and via the Downloads page (Item 20 - https://www.myanmaredu.org/downloads) of the MuEuCAP website).
The three NGOs that were active during this period sent outline programmes to each of the interns.
The scope of all the internships was ambitious, involving a combination of working within the NGO
offices; attending workshops; field experience; and working with communities on aspects of
environmental protection and biodiversity conservation.

Figure 2. Top. A student intern (at FFI) talking to village children in the Myeik Archipelago about wildlife conservation and
the environment. Middle left and right: Students (at FFI) learning how to set a camera trap and to undertake a radio
telemetry study. Below left: Students (with FFI) travelling by boat to one of the islands of the Myeik Archipelago. Below
right: Students (with FoW) crossing a stream while conducting research on elephants.

Each student wrote a report and a diary of day to day activities on completion of their internship
(these are available on request). In addition, each of the ten students from the Myeik University will
make a presentation about their internships in March as part of an MuEuCAP workshop in Myeik
University (2-10 March, 2020). Instructions for these presentations were published on the
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Downloads page (Item 24 - https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads) of the MuEuCAP website).
Those from the University of Mandalay will make their presentations at a forthcoming MuEuCAP
workshop in the University of Mandalay in August 2020.
From the postings that the students made on the MuEuCAP Facebook page, all appeared to have
very positive feelings about their internships and greatly appreciated the opportunities to try new
experiences, such as working with local communities on aspects of environmental protection and
experiencing many new scientific techniques, such as camera trapping, telemetry, and field studies
of mammals and birds. All the students were fortunate that the NGOs invested considerable time
and resources (including much staff time) to give the students the best possible experience.
Feedback from the NGOs suggests that this was also a very valuable experience for them too.

Figure 3. Top left and right: Students visited Moyungyi Wildlife Sanctuary as part of their internship programme with
MBNS. Middle: The MBNS internship team with Dr Thien Aung (Chairman of MBNS) and other trainers and local
supporters. Below left and right: The two interns at FoW (Friends of Wildlife) visited and took part in bird surveys in
Chatthin Wildlife Sanctuary as part of their internship programme.
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The students and NGOs were as follows:
FFI (Fauna and Flora International, Myanmar)
Dates: 28 October, 2019 - 29 November 2019
Ms Ne Nan Nandar Nwe – Marine Science, Myeik University
Ms Thin Lae Lae Wai – Marine Science, Myeik University
Ms Yupa Tin Soe – Zoology, University of Mandalay
Ms Hnin Phyu Wai – Zoology, University of Mandalay
Dates: 28 October, 2019; 17 November 2019 – 9 December, 2019
Ms Saw Yu Nandi – Marine Science, Myeik University
Dates: 4 December – 12 December, 2019
Ms Mi Nwe Ni Aung – Geology, Myeik University
FoW (Friends of Wildlife)
Dates: 3 November – 22 November, 2019
Ms Khaing Yweh Zaw – Zoology, University of Mandalay
Mr Min Khant Kyaw – Geology, Myeik University
Ms Eindar Cho – Zoology, Mawlamyine University (unable to take part for medical reasons)
MBNS (Myanmar Bird and Nature Society)
2 December – 23 December, 2019
Ms Me Thu Maung – Zoology, University of Mandalay
Ms Yu Kay Zin – Zoology, University of Mandalay
Ms Zin Mar Win – Marine Science, Myeik University
Ms Shweyi Win Htun – Marine Science, Myeik University.
MuEuCAP is most grateful to the three NGOs for their commitment, time and resources that they
devoted to the students.

Figure 4. Some of the Myanmar Steering Committee together with two of the six staff who came to Europe for training.

Study visits of six Myanmar university staff to two European universities for training in
delivering the enhanced/new curriculum in BioCEP (a copy of the new curriculum is available at Item
19 at https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads). This first of the two planned training
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Figure 5. Left and bottom right: Training of Myanmar staff in Göttingen University with Prof. Christoph Kleinn, Dr Lutz
Fehrmann and Dr Nils Nölke. Above right: Dr Zin Lin Khine of Myeik University presenting an audience in BOKU, Vienna.

programmes took place between 26 November and 8 December, 2019 and focused on two ‘core
subjects’:
• Statistical methods for environmental protection (BioCEP-621)
• Methods in Biodiversity Conservation and Environmental Protection (BioCEP-614).
During the study visit, the Myanmar staff:
• were trained in techniques and principals of their chosen core subject and prepared a draft
syllabus to teach to students on their return to their respective universities.
In addition they:
• wrote a brief diary of day to day activities
• wrote a report on the completion of the study visit
• provided photos and brief descriptions of activities on the MuEuCAP Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/ .
The three Myanmar staff on a study visit to BOKU, Austria for training in ‘Statistical methods for
environmental protection’ were:
o Dr (Mr) Nay Myo Hlaing (University of Mandalay: Zoology)
o Dr Zin Lin Khine (Myeik University: Marine Science)
o Dr Khin Swe Oo (Myeik University: Zoology).
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The three Myanmar staff on a study visit to University of Göttingen (UGOE), Germany for training in
‘Methods in Biodiversity Conservation and Environmental Protection’ were:
o Professor Soe Soe Aung (University of Mandalay: Botany)
o Dr Kyu Kyu Mar (University of Mandalay: Geology)
o Dr (Mr) Aung Aung Aye (Myeik University: Marine Science).
Activities for the Myanmar staff at the University of Göttingen (UGOE) included:
• participating in regular lectures for forest monitoring and remote sensing as part of the
Master Program in Tropical and International Foresty (TIF) at the Faculty of Forest Science
and Forest Ecology
• discussing the structure of a study programme; discussing learning and teaching methods
and the structure of lectures at a German University
• attendance of International Master classes with lectures by Prof Dr Christoph Kleinn
• discussing the planned content and structure of the new BioCEP syllabus with Prof. Dr.
Christoph Kleinn, Dr. Lutz Fehrmann and Dr. Nils Nölke
• visiting the university library to prepare for the BioCEP syllabus
• screening literature and reference books for course content
• preparing lecture presentations for the practical testing of the curriculum
• an excursion around Göttingen, visiting a virgin forest patch and a discussion on
forest management in Germany.

Figure 6. Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio (in BOKU, Vienna) discussing statistics and environmental
modelling with staff from the Universities of Myeik and Mandalay.

Activities for the Myanmar staff at the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU))
included:
• attending the regular lectures of Dr Marcela Suarez‐Rubio in Scientific Writing and
Statistics, including practical sessions using R
• discussing potential topics for the syllabus in “Statistics and Environmental Modelling”
• discussing and comparing the Myanmar and the EU systems, particularly course structure,
course grading, and class attendance policies
• training in the fundamentals of statistics, correlation and regression, including the learning
and practice of how to do correlation tests and regression in R
• exchanging ideas about learning outcomes
• preparing lecture presentations for the practical testing of the curriculum
• finalizing the syllabus
• Myanmar team presenting their research at a Research Seminar of the Institute of Zoology.
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Figure 7. Members of the Steering Committee, together with Myanmar staff from the universities of Myeik and Mandalay
on a study visit to the Natural History Museum Vienna (29 November, 2019).

Steering Committee meeting was held in BOKU, Vienna on 27-28 November, 2019 with a study
visit to the Natural Historly Museum, Vienna on 29 November, with the aim of promoting future
collaboration with the Myanmar university sector.
During the steering committee meeting (for which full details are available in Minutes of the
Meeting, which are available on request), the following items were discussed:
• a strategy for future workshops (2020-2021)
• a report on current status of the budget
• curriculum accreditation process
• finalizing and updating technical (ICT, field and laboratory) equipment for upcoming training
of the trainers (and consequently students)
• outreach (press release(s) and TV, social media ongoing) and the preparation of future
promotional videos.
Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio (BOKU), the Chairperson and newly appointed Project Coordinator (1
October, 2019) welcomed all members to the 3rd meeting of the Steering Committee. She presented
the Agenda and outlined the scope of the meeting. She highlighted the various outputs that she
wished to see achieved, particularly with respect to the future strategy of workshops, the purchase
of equipment and the budget. Subsequently, Dr Paul Bates (BOKU), the Project Manager, presented
a summary of the EU’s assessment of the MuEuCAP’s Technical implementation, mid-term report.
He noted that the overall assessment was ‘Good’, albeit with some areas for improvement.
The Steering Committee meeting welcomed the Vice Rector of Teaching and Continuing Education
(BOKU), Dr Sabine Baumgartner who gave a 30 minute presentation entitled ‘Profile of the
University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU)’. Also in attendance was Dr Margarita
Calderón-Peter, Director for the Centre of International Relations, BOKU. In return, Ms Saw Myat
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Ohnmar, MuEuCAP’s Outreach and Communication’s officer gave a presentation on the aims,
objectives and outputs of the MuEuCAP project (available as a pdf, on request).

Figure 8. Ms Saw Myat Ohnmar (MuEuCAP Communications and Outreach Officer) making a presentation about the
progress of MuEuCAP to the Steering Committee and Dr Sabine Baumgartne and Dr Margarita Calderón-Peter (BOKU).

Discussions about the purchase of equipment and the budget were led by Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio.
Dr Sai Sein Lin Oo, MuEuCAP’s National Project Coordinator, presented a draft list of equipment
needs at the three Myanmar universities to all members of the committee. Detailed discussions
were had. Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio gave a detailed introduction into the current status of the
budget and the financial statements. She particularly stressed:
• the importance of maintaining a substantial financial ‘buffer’, which equals the difference in
monies claimed from the EU (for staff time, cost of stay and travel), and the actual costs that
are repaid to staff and students
• the need to be aware that the EU can ask for money to be returned if the paperwork does
not support any particular claim
• that the EU will retain the final allocation of money until after the final audit.

Figure 9. Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio (left), MuEuCAP Project coordinator, chaired the Steering Committee meeting, which
took place in BOKU (27-28 November, 2019). The Myanmar team included, amongst others, Prof. Dr Mie Mie Sein (centre)
and Prof. Dr Aung Myat Kyaw Sein (right), who are Pro-Rector and Rector of Mawlamyine University, respectively.

Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio presented the revised curriculum (WP2.4), which was discussed in some
detail. Inter alia, the Steering Committee then discussed follow-up mechanisms (WP2.6.3) to
guarantee project lifetime adjustments in training and promote long term sustainability of the
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Figure 10. Various scenes from the Steering Committee meeting on 27-28 November and visit to the Natural History
Museum Vienna on 29 November.

curriculum. The above discussion led to a further discussion of the accreditation process. Dr Mie
Mie Sein stated that some core courses, including ‘Ecology, Biodiversity and Conservation Biology’
(BioCEP 611) have already been approved by the Board of Studies for Marine Science. It was also
noted that the MSc in Conservation Biology (Zoology) now includes EIA (Environmental Impact
Assessment) (BioCEP 612). Possible approaches to facilitate the accreditation process were
discussed.
On the 29 November all Myanmar members of the Steering Committee together with the six
Myanmar staff visiting for training and various European team members, undertook a study visit to
the Department of Ornithology, Naturhistorisches Museum Wien (Natural History Museum, Vienna).
The visitors were shown the extensive collections of birds exhibited to the public and the scientific
collections, which are maintained for the benefit of the scientific community. The Museum has the
potential to be an important future scientific collaborator with the Myanmar universities through
the new curriculum of BioCEP. The curator of birds, Dr Swen Renner, has/is working extensively in
Myanmar on a series of biodiversity projects. These have included research, training and capacity
building.
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Those present at the Steering committee meeting included:
• Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio, Project Coordinator, University of Natural Resources and Natural
Sciences, Austria
• Dr Paul Bates, Project Manager, University of Natural Resources and Natural Sciences,
Austria
• Dr Sai Sin Lin Oo, National Project Coordinator, University of Mandalay
• Ms Saw Myat Ohnmar, Project Outreach Officer, Myeik University
• Professor Dr Aung Myat Kyaw Sein, Rector of Mawlamyine University
• Dr Ni Ni Oo, Rector, Myeik University
• Dr Mie Mie Sein, Pro-Rector, Mawlamyine University
• Dr Thein Aung, Chairman, MBNS (Myanmar Bird and Nature Society)
• Dr Alfonso Marzal, Associate Professor, University of Extremadura, Spain
• Dr Lutz Fehrmann (representing Prof. Christoph Kleinn), University of Göttingen, Germany
Absent/Regrets: Dr Thida Win, Rector, Mandalay University

Figure 11. Prof. Dr Ni Ni Oo, Rector of Myeik University at BOKU, Vienna.

Temporary associate members of the Steering Committee (who were in Europe for training in
aspects of the new BioCEP curriculum), also in attendance for various parts of the discussion:
• Dr (Mr) Nay Myo Hlaing (University of Mandalay: Zoology)
• Dr Zin Lin Khine (Myeik University: Marine Science)
• Dr Khin Swe Oo (Myeik University: Zoology).
• Professor Soe Soe Aung (University of Mandalay: Botany)
• Dr Kyu Kyu Mar (University of Mandalay: Geology)
• Dr (Mr) Aung Aung Aye (Myeik University: Marine Science).
Whilst in Vienna, selected members of the Steering Committee selected the second group of
Myanmar university staff who would come in February, 2020 for training in a further two ‘core
subjects’, namely:
• Scientific writing (training to take place in BOKU, Austria) (BioCEP-622)
• Ecology, biodiversity and conservation biology (training to take place in the University of
Extremadura, Spain) (BioCEP-611).
Those selected for Scientific writing were:
• Prof. Aye Aye Myint – Myeik University, Professor, Zoology
• Dr Naw Zar Chi Linn – Mawlamyine University, Assistant Lecturer, Zoology
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•

Dr Aye Khet Soe – Mandalay University, Assistant Lecturer, Zoology.

Those selected for training in ‘Ecology, biodiversity and conservation biology’ were:
• Dr (Mr) Aung Myo San – Mawlamyine University, Assistant Lecturer, Marine Science
• Ms Sabae Oo – Mandalay University, Assistant Lecturer, Zoology
•
Dr Htet Htet Lin – Mawlamyine University, Assistant Lecturer, Zoology.
In addition, one staff member was selected for training in Outreach and Communication, namely:
• Ms Saw Myat Ohnmar – Myeik University, Lecturer, English Department.

Two promotional videos were
produced about the MuEuCAP
project. They have been uploaded to
Youtube and can be accessed by
way of the MuEuCAP website home
page - https://www.myanmaredu.org/ .

They are:
MuEuCAP: Training in Foresty Science - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEy9s6mpkxc
MuEuCAP: Training in Biodiversity Science - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb2c8sxPcKA

Summary of Progress
-

Indicators predicted:
Course development workshops (WP2.3)
Approval and accreditation process initiation (Board of Studies) (WP2.5)
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-

Training to improve academic and technical skills and competences (WP2.8.1)
Training in quality assurance (WP2.8.1)
MUP staff exchange visits to EUPs for specialised training (WP2.10)
Internships of students at NGO/CSO (WP5.3)
Quarterly progress reports written and circulated to Steering Committee (WP6.3)
Website updated (WP7.1.1)
Social media channels updated (WP7.1.2)
Quarterly project newsletter written (WP7.3)
Communication with public/media (WP7.4)
Training staff in outreach (WP7.5)
Coordination meeting (Steering Committee) (WP8.1)

-

Indicators reached:
A course development workshop (WP2.3) together with training to improve academic and
technical skills and competences (WP2.8.1) took place in during staff traing visits to BOKU,
Vienna and UGOE, Germany
The submission of the BioCEP curriculum to the Myanmar Board of Studies was discussed at
the Steering Committee, including an update of current progress (WP2.5)
Training in quality assurance (WP2.8.1) continued as part of the ongoing programme of work
Six MUP staff undertook exchange visits to BOKU, Austria and UGOE, Germany for
specialised training (WP2.10)
Twelve students undertook internships at three Myanmar-based NGOs/CSOs as part of the
first internship programme (Five more students will undertake their internships in February,
2020) – a second internship programme will take place in 2020
7th Quarterly progress report (WP6.3) was written, circulated to the Steering Committee
and posted as Item 26 on the MuEuCAP website at https://www.myanmaredu.org/downloads
Website (WP7.1.1) is regularly updated at www.myanmar-edu.org with valuable
‘downloads’ added regularly to the ‘downloads’ page at https://www.myanmaredu.org/downloads.
Social media channels (WP7.1.2), mostly Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/
is regularly updated
Logo (WP7.1.3) is available on all outputs – see www.myanmar-edu.org
Two videos were produced and are available on the MuEuCAP website https://www.myanmar-edu.org/ . They are: MuEuCAP: Training in Foresty Science https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEy9s6mpkxc and MuEuCAP: Training in Biodiversity
Science - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb2c8sxPcKA
7th Quarterly project newsletter (WP7.3) was written and posted on MuEuCAP website at
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads . It is based on the 7th Quarterly Report (WP6.3)
Communication with public/media is on-going (WP7.4) – examples illustrated on
www.myanmar-edu.org/publicity
On-going training of staff in outreach took place at the Myeik University workshop in
September (WP7.5)
The Steering Committee met in BOKU, Vienna (WP8.1).

-

-

-

-

-
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