
Scientific	Writing
BioCEP‐622

“DISCUSSION AND	CONCLUSION”
Leader :Dr Naw Zarchi Linn
Participants : 1. Dr Khaing Myat Myat Htew

: 2. Dr Than Than Soe
: 3. Dr Zinwin Mar

Lecturers, Zoology Department, Mawlamyine University 



2

1. Purpose of  Discussion

• To interpret and describe the significance findings

• To describe how your findings fit with existing knowledge

• To explain what new contribution your paper makes to the field 

of study
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• Relate the discussion to the research questions or 

hypotheses and literature review 

• Check the target journal allow the combination of Results and 

Discussion section, followed by a separate Conclusion

2. Structure of the Discussion



4

3. Length of the Discussion

• Should be long enough to discuss the findings against the 

background of previous work and explain similarities/ 

differences with previously published papers

• Should not appear to be pointless or unfocused 
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 Limitations for the study

4.  Things to include in the Discussion

 A reference to the main purpose or hypothesis of the study, or 
a summary of the main activity of the study

 A restatement or review of the most important finding

 Explanations for the findings

 Recommendations and suggestions for future research 
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 A reference to the main purpose or hypothesis of the study, or 
a summary of the main activity of the study

- Duckworth and Altwegg, (2018)
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 A restatement or review of the most important findings 
• whether they support/answer the original hypothesis, or how 

they contribute to the main purpose of the study

• whether they agree with the findings of other researchers 
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• Contribute to the main results of the study / to answering the research 
questions

This was the first baseline study

- Grindley(2019)

Our results suggest that

- Duckworth and Altwegg (2018)
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• Evaluate how the results fit in with the previous findings 
(contradict, qualify, agree)
Our results are consistent with other studies conducted in South Africa

- Duckworth and Altwegg (2018)

two previously recorded species were not observed
in the present survey (S.inscriptus and C.rubirostris ).

- Grindley(2019)
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 Explanations for the findings and/or thoughts about the findings 
(supported by references of relevant literature)

Results indicate that 

- Grindley(2019)

our results show that

our results
suggest

-
-Duckworth and Altwegg (2018)
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 Limitations for the study

- Duckworth and Altwegg (2018)

- Grindley(2019)

- Grindley(2019)



12

- Duckworth and Altwegg (2018)

 Recommendations for future research 

 Suggestions for future research 

- Grindley(2019)
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5. Writing the Conclusion

• Help the reader understand why your research matter

• Contain similar elements to the Discussion but more shorter and general

• Sum up important key points

• One well-developed paragraph is sufficient for a conclusion, although in 

some cases, a two paragraphs required



14

Example: “Conclusion”

- Johan (2012)



15

 Authors need to pay attention to the “verbs” they compare in 

the Results and Discussion sections of the paper

 The “verbs” carry much of the meaning about attitude to 

findings and strong point of claim

6. Language Choice in a Discussion
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Subject Main 
verb

‘That’ plus 
subject of 

‘that’ clause

Verb form  
‘that’ clause 

regulate

Rest of 
sentence

These results demonstrate that the 
mangroves are

still in 
good 

condition.

Example 1. Language Choices in a Discussion

• Very confident of the claim 
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Subject Main 
verb

‘That’ plus 
subject of ‘that’ 

clause

Verb form  
‘that’ clause 

regulate

Rest of 
sentence

We suggest
that land use types 

neighboring 
protected area 

may affect 
significantly

the 
conservation 
performance 
of protected 

areas.

• A weak claim 

Example 2. Language Choices in a Discussion
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