
MuEUCAP: Supporting the modernisation, accessibility and 
internationalisation of environmental protection in Myanmar’s 

higher education sector. Project No: 585618 

1 

Figure 1. In June 2019, the MuEuCAP provided a training workshop in didactics (the theory and practice of education). It 
was hosted by the University of Mandalay and was taught by staff from BOKU, Austria, including Alexandra Strauss-
Sieberth (far right).

Sixth Quarterly Newsletter (WP7.3): (1 May – 31 July 2019) 
comprising 6th Quarterly Progress Report (WP6.3)  

Finalised 28 August, 2019: BOKU 

Summary of Activities of the MuEuCAP Project (1 May – 31 July 2019): This has been another busy 
three months for the MuEuCAP project.  Highlights of the 6th Quarter included three workshops. 
These were all hosted by the University of Mandalay and included: 

• Developing a new course (topic) for BioCEP: Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 4-7
June (inclusive);

• Didactics - Teaching in Higher Education 15-19 July (inclusive)

• Training in Field Survey Techniques 22-26 July (inclusive).

In addition: 

• The Mid-term report and Financial report were submitted by MuEuCAP to the European
Union (June 2019)

• The MuEuCAP Outreach Officer (Ms Saw Myat Ohnmar) received one month’s training in
Communication and Outreach at the Harrison Institute, UK (May-June 2019)

• The final version of a revised and enhanced Curriculum in Biodiversity Conservation and
Environmental Protection was prepared; to be submitted to the Myanmar Board of Studies
for Higher Education in August 2019

• ‘Homework’ tasks were set for all participating Myanmar postgraduate students at the three
universities to apply for internships at various Myanmar-based conservation NGOs and CSOs
(July 2019)

• Eight staff were chosen from the Universities of Mandalay and Myeik to take part in study
visits to the European Union partner universities in Austria, Germany and Spain (July 2019).
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Workshops 
As part of WP2.3, a workshop was hosted from 4-7 June in the University of Mandalay. It was titled, 
Developing a new course (topic) for BioCEP: Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and was led by 
Dr Swen Renner of BOKU, Vienna, supported by Dr Sai Sein Lin Oo (Myanmar country coordinator for 
MuEuCAP). It was attended by up to 18 staff from the Universities of Mandalay, Mamlamyine and 
Myeik and 5 staff from MBNS (Myanmar Bird and Nature Society). 
 
During the workshop, the theoretical framework of EIAs was established in a ‘learning by doing’  
approach; a syllabus was developed; and a practical example from Myanmar discussed. Finally, an  
example EIA was developed as supporting material for the new course. This provides relevant 
training materials and was based on a possible silver mine in Naung Mung Township, Kachin. 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2. The didactics course at the University of Mandalay discussed in some detail 'Bloom's Taxonomy' for education. 

  
A second workshop was hosted by the 
University of Mandalay from the 15-19 
July (inclusive). 
 
It was part of WP2.3 and titled Didactics: 
Teaching in Higher Education. The 
course was led by Alexandra Strauss-
Sieberth (BOKU) and Dr Claus Rainer 
Michalek (BOKU) and supported by Dr 
Paul Bates (MuEuCAP Project Manager, 
BOKU) and Dr Sai Sein Lin Oo (Myanmar 
country coordinator for MuEuCAP). It 
was attended by 9 staff from the 

University of Mandalay.  
Figure 3. Teaching 'Bloom's Taxonomy' as part of the didactics course. 
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Principal activities of the didactics workshop included: 

- Developing a Situation Analysis for Teaching 
- Developing a Personal Teaching Philosophy  
- Constructive alignment  
- Presenting new teaching methods 
- Presenting the Teaching App (BOKU) with the didactical concept. 
-  

Outcomes included: 
- Situation Analysis for Teaching as a Mind Map 
- Developing a personal teaching philosophy 
- Constructive alignment for an existing course 
- Knowledge of new teaching methods 
- Knowing the possibility of teaching Apps. 

 

 
Figure 4. Dr Luz Garcia-Longaria of UEx (University of Extremadura, Spain) training postgraduate students from the 
University of Mandalay in field survey techniques. 

A third workshop was hosted by the University of Mandalay from 22-26 July. It was part of WP2.3, 
titled Training in Field Survey Techniques and complemented two previous workshops that had taken 
place in Myeik University (2-6 March 2019) and Mawlamyine University (8-10 and 12 March 2019).   
 
The course teaching was led by Dr Swen Renner and Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio of BOKU, Austria; by 
Dr Jaime Muriel, Dr Sergio Magallanes, and Dr Luz Garcia-Longaria from the University of 
Extremadura (UEx), Spain; and by Dr Nils Noelke and Dr Jens Wiesehahn from Göttingen University 
(UGOE), Germany. Dr Paul Bates (MuEuCAP Project Manager, BOKU) and Dr Sai Sein Lin Oo 
(Myanmar Country Coordinator for MuEuCAP) and Ms Saw Myat Ohnmar (Myanmar Outreach 
Officer for MuEuCAP) were in support. The workshop was attended by to 40 staff from the 
University of Mandalay and the Chairman of MBNS (Myanmar Bird and Nature Society).  



MuEUCAP: Supporting the modernisation, accessibility and 
internationalisation of environmental protection in Myanmar’s 

higher education sector. Project No: 585618 
 

4 
 

As with the two March workshops in Myeik and Mawlamyine Universities, the emphasis was on the 
scientific method for collecting data in the field and analysing such data. Staff and students from the 
University of Mawlamyine, together with those from MBNS, were split into three teams. For training 
purposes, the teams looked at different aspects of data collection, namely relating to: 

• bird surveys of diversity and abundance in urban/rural landscapes 

• bird health with a focus on blood and faecal parasites 

• assessment of environmental variables in relation to forest cover. 
 
The teams worked together for four days. They collected data in the morning and analysed the data 
in the afternoons. On the third day, a Myanmar staff/student member of each team presented their 
findings to an audience comprising EUP staff and MUP staff and students. In this way, individuals 
learnt, in general terms, how to: 

• design a project proposal  

• formulate a ‘Research Question’ 

• formulate a ‘Testable Hypothesis’ 

• plan an analysis and statistical tests 

• undertake field research in a scientific context 

• collect and store data in a testable format 

• analyse data and perform basic statistical tests 

• formulate provisional findings 

• present findings to an audience. 
 

 

 
Internships: Students from the Universities of Mandalay, Mawlamyine and Myeik were invited to 
apply to take part in an internship https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads. These are scheduled 

Figure 5. Activities which took place in the Field Survey training workshop in July, 2019. Above: Members of ‘Bird diversity and 
abundance in urban/rural landscapes team’ collecting data in the University of Mandalay campus, under the supervision of Dr 
Marcela Suarez-Rubio (top right). Below: Members of the ‘Bird health, with a focus on blood and faecal parasites’ team 
analysing field samples, under the supervision of Dr Jaime Muriel (centre, bottom left). 

https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
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to last for up to 20 days and take place between November 2019 and March 2020. They will be 
hosted in a Myanmar-based NGO or CSOs (such as MBNS, Friends of Wildlife, Smithsonian 
Institution, FFI and WCS). There are up to 16 opportunities this year and further 16 next year. 
 
To apply, students must be undergraduates or undertaking a Master’s course or PhD. They will be 
from the Departments of Botany, Chemistry, Geography, Geology, Marine Science, Physics or 
Zoology. They must:  

• have an interest in one or more of the following topics: environmental science, biodiversity 
research and conservation, forestry, environmental law, outreach, communicating science to 
the public, or other related subjects 

• be committed to learn new techniques, skills, and approaches. 
 
To be selected, they must submit to Dr Swen Renner by email (swen.renner@boku.ac.at) by 23.00 
hours on 5 September 2019, the following:  

• a CV (one page) 

• a ‘Motivation letter’ (one page) 
 
All applications will reviewed by the Steering Committee, comprising representatives of all 3 
Myanmar and all 3 European universities + a representative of MBNS. 
 

 

 

Figure 6. As part of the July workshop on field techniques, one team of students and staff from the University of Mandalay 
received training in 'the assessment of environmental variables in relation to forest cover'. This training was led by Dr Nils 
Noelke and Dr Jens Wiesehahn (right, bottom left photo) of the Göttingen University, Germany. 

mailto:swen.renner@boku.ac.at
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Myanmar University staff visits to the European Union: During the workshop hosted by the 
University of Mandalay from 22-26 July, eight Myanmar staff from the Universities of Mandalay and 
Myeik were selected to take part in overseas study visits to Europe. The selection process 
comprised: 

• candidates submitting written CVs and motivation letters 

• an interview by the Project Coordinator (Dr Swen Renner), Project Manager (Dr Paul Bates) 
and one of the principal teaching team (Dr Marcela Suarez-Rubio) carried out in person (or 
through Skype)   

• regular attendance of training workshops since March, 2018.  
The training in Europe will last two weeks. It will be designed to ensure that the candidates can 
deliver part of the new enhanced curriculum in biodiversity conservation and environmental 
protection on their return to Myanmar.  
 
The chosen candidates include: 

• Study visit to BOKU, Austria 
o Dr Nay Myo Hlaing (University of Mandalay: Zoology) 
o Dr Zin Lin Khine (Myeik University: Marine Science) 
o Dr Khin Swe Oo (Myeik University: Zoology). 

 

• Study visit to Göttingen University, Germany 
o Professor Soe Soe Aung (University of Mandalay: Botany) 
o Dr Kyu Kyu Mar (University of Mandalay: Geology) 
o Dr Aung Aung Aye (Myeik University: Marine Science). 

 
They will join Myanmar and European members of the Steering Committee who will attend a 
meeting of the committee in BOKU, Vienna (27-28 November [inclusive]). Prof. Aung Myat Kyaw Sein 
(University of Mawlamyine) will join Ms Saw Myat Ohnmar (Myeik University) of the Steering 
Committee for additional exchange of ideas and training. Subsequently, Ms Saw Myat Ohnmar 
(MuEuCAP Outreach Officer) will travel to the University of Extremadura for further training in 
Outreach and Communication.   
 

A curriculum for the Master Programme:  ‘Biodiversity Conservation and Environmental 
Protection – BioCEP’. The final version of the curriculum was prepared and will be submitted to 
the Board of Studies (BoS) of Higher Education on 1 August by Prof Thant Zin of the 
Department of Zoology, Mandalay University, on behalf of MuEuCAP.  

 

Training in Outreach and Communication: Ms Saw Myat Ohnmar, the Outreach Officer of 
MuEuCAP attended a one-month training programme (24 May – 21 June) at the Harrison 
Institute, UK. All costs relating to this training programme, including visa fees, travel 
(national and international), accommodation and food were covered by the Harrison 
Institute. Outputs included: 

• Training in writing, illustrating, designing, and producing a flyer 

• Training in writing, illustrating, designing, and uploading a website 

• Training in writing, designing, and contributing to a Youtube promotional video 

• Liaising with His Excellency the Myanmar Ambassador to UK about the MuEuCAP 
project and the role of Myeik University. 
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All outputs from this study visit to the Harrison Institute have enhanced not only the status 
of the MuEuCAP project but also the capacity and national and international status of 
Myeik University. 

Mid-term report and Financial review: In June 2019, senior team members from MuEuCAP 
submitted a detailed mid-term report and a financial review. These outlined the ongoing 
progress of the MuEuCAP project. 

 
Summary of Progress 
 

- Indicators predicted:  
- Course development workshops (WP2.3) 
- Approval and accreditation process initiation (Board of Studies) (WP2.5) 
- Training to improve academic and technical skills and competences (WP2.8.1) 
- Training in quality assurance (WP2.8.1) 
- MUP staff exchange visits to EUPs for specialised training (WP2.10) 

Figure 7. Outputs of Ms Saw Myat Ohnmar's (top left) visit to the Harrison Institute, UK included designing a flyer (top right), a 
bespoke website (middle), and a Youtube video (bottom left); all of which featured MuEuCAP and Myeik University. In addition, 
with others, she presented the work of MuEuCAP and Myeik University to His Excellency the Myanmar Ambassador (bottom 
right). 
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- Practical testing of individual courses (of the curriculum) with students (WP3.1) 
- Evaluation of uptake of skills and competences by students and staff (WP3.2) 
- Expert from NGO/CSO visiting MUPs to give a lecture (at each MUP, parallel) (WP5.1) 
- Alumni talks and guest lectures (at each MUP, parallel) (WP5.2) 
- Internships of students at NGO/CSO (WP5.3) 
- Quarterly progress reports written and circulated to Steering Committee (WP6.3) 
- Annual financial reports (WP6.4) 
- Website updated (WP7.1.1) 
- Social media channels updated (WP7.1.2) 
- Quarterly project newsletter written (WP7.3) 
- Communication with public/media (WP7.4) 
- Training staff in outreach (WP7.5) 
- Coordination meeting (Steering Committee) (WP8.1) 

 
- Indicators reached:  
- Course development workshops (WP2.3) together with training to improve academic and 

technical skills and competences (WP2.8.1) took place in three training workshops in the 
University of Mandalay (June and July). This continued the practical testing of individual 
courses (of the curriculum) with staff and students (WP3.1) 

- The approval and accreditation process was initiated when the final version of a revised and 
enhanced curriculum in Biodiversity conservation and Environmental protection was 
prepared; to be submitted to the Myanmar Board of Studies in August (WP2.5) 

- Training in quality assurance (WP2.8.1) continued as part of ongoing workshops 
- Eight MUP staff were selected for exchange visits to EUPs for specialised training (WP2.10) 
- Before and after questionnaires were circulated to all participants at training workshops to 

evaluate, in general terms, learning outcomes. To date, there has not been a detailed 
evaluation of uptake of skills and competences by students and staff (WP3.2) 

- Experts from NGO/CSO have been identified to give lectures (at each MUP, parallel) (WP5.1); 
however, since no funding is available for such talks, these have been postponed 

- Alumni training from Dr Thein Aung (MBNS) has taken place at two of the three workshops 
in June and July (at each MUP, parallel) (WP5.2) 

- The selection process for the internships of students at NGO/CSO was initiated (WP5.3) 
- 5th Quarterly progress report (WP6.3) was written, circulated to the Steering Committee 

and posted on the MuEuCAP website at https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads  
- Website (WP7.1.1) is regularly updated at www.myanmar-edu.org with valuable 

‘downloads’ added regularly to the ‘downloads’ page at https://www.myanmar-
edu.org/downloads. 

- Social media channels (WP7.1.2), mostly Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/ 
is regularly updated  

- Logo (WP7.1.3) is available on all outputs – see www.myanmar-edu.org 
- A video about the contribution of Myeik University to MuEuCAP workshop was posted at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2GklHdmu8Y&feature=youtu.be with a link on the 
website at www.myanmar-edu.org 

- 5th Quarterly project newsletter (WP7.3) was written and posted on MuEuCAP website at 
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads . It is based on the 5th Quarterly Report (WP6.3) 

- Communication with public/media is on-going (WP7.4) – examples illustrated on 
www.myanmar-edu.org/publicity  

- Training staff in outreach is on-going, with a one-month training visit of the Myanmar 
Outreach Officer to the UK (WP7.5) 

- The Steering Committee will meet in November, 2019 in Vienna (WP8.1). 
 

https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
http://www.myanmar-edu.org/
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
https://www.facebook.com/Mueucap/
http://www.myanmar-edu.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2GklHdmu8Y&feature=youtu.be
http://www.myanmar-edu.org/
https://www.myanmar-edu.org/downloads
http://www.myanmar-edu.org/publicity

